1276             GERMANY'S REVOLUTION or DESTRUCTION
it has been directed merely to the ideological surface and has
paid no attention to the underlying motives, which would
probably repay consideration. Beyond question there lie
beneath the principal short-range aims of National Socialist
policy vital problems of a military, strategic nature, or co-
cerning the elementary safety of the nation. When these
problems are put forward in the purely scientific way in which
the army leaders present them, it is difficult to see how the
short-range practical policy of National Socialism could be
directed along any very different lines from those which are being
pursued. The method adopted may not be necessary, but the
practical aims could not be different. It was Ludendorff who
during the Great War regarded the "grain route" as of such
importance that he adjusted his strategic conceptions to it,
Thus, after the Roumanian declaration of war, Wallachia was
occupied on account of the food situation. So with the "oil
route." Here again Ludendorff states that it was for the sake of
oil that he had in the end to occupy Transcaucasia. It is the
"raw material routes" that determine the short-range aims and
some of the long-range aims of National Socialism. This is a
heritage of the Great War. And these paths are compulsory so
long as the method of assurance of victory has to be determined
for the coming second world war by the political conceptions
that ruled in the first one,
Here again it is military conceptions that determine National
Socialist policy. While the road to the grain, oil, and ore
sources determines the short-range German foreign policy, it is
the road to the strategic key positions for the domination or
harassing of power-sources and communications that already
determines policy in certain regards, and, indeed, directs it in
the very opposite direction to the National Socialist programme.